
        
            
                
            
        

    


A Message from Terry Brooks

Dear Readers,

Welcome to a new Shannara adventure and a grand experiment. Dark Wraith of Shannara is both a completely new story and my first graphic novel. I was a little nervous about the idea of a graphic novel at first, worried that it would not live up to your expectations—not to mention my own. But the people at Del Rey felt that this was the right time to give it a try, and I must say after viewing the finished product that they were right.

It was a very deliberate decision to come up with something new for readers. A rehash of any existing Shannara story just didn’t seem enough for this new format. A fresh story was needed, and I had been thinking about doing something more with Jair Ohmsford and Garet Jax ever since publication of the novella “Indomitable” a few years back. There was more to explore about their relationship, and the ambiguity regarding the fates of brother and sister Jair and Brin Ohmsford could stand a little better resolution. Since I didn’t expect to go back into that time period any time soon, Dark Wraith seemed a good place to make that happen.

Hopefully, you will agree. No introduction in the form of previous Shannara stories is needed to read this book. As with much of my work, you can pretty much begin anywhere. Generational sagas allow for that. If there is enough interest, we’ll think about doing another one. We keep trying to find new ways to satisfy the demand for fresh stories, and this is the latest.

Much good reading always. It’s still the best escape we have.
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Prologue

The Great Wars have come and gone, and a world much like our own has succumbed to an armageddon of its own making. A thousand years have passed. Now science—once thought to hold all the secrets of the universe—has been replaced by a new power with an arcane name…magic.

Using this power, new races of Druids, Men, Dwarfs, Trolls, Gnomes, and Elves have struggled to bring a lasting order to the new world. New heroes have emerged to meet the challenge, and new legends have been born.

In the tale known as The Sword of Shannara, the Warlock Lord—once a wise Druid named Brona—succumbed to the dark magic of a dread tome known as the Ildatch and sought mastery over the other races. The Druid Allanon, protector of the Four Lands, conscripted Shea Ohmsford, descendant of the great Elven house of Shannara, to rediscover the mythic sword. After much adventure, the blade of truth was recovered, and it empowered Shea to vanquish the Warlock Lord once and for all.

In The Elfstones of Shannara, Allanon recruited Shea’s grandson, Wil Ohmsford, and charged him with protecting the Elven girl Amberle on her quest to find the Bloodfire, which would save the Ellcrys tree and prevent imprisoned demons from overrunning the land. To complete his quest, Wil was forced to use the magic Elfstones—and in the process he permanently altered his own genetic makeup.

For the first time the Ohmsfords had magic in their blood, and Wil’s daughter, Brin, and son, Jair, were born with the power of the wish-song. In The Wishsong of Shannara, Jair and Brin, like their father and great-grandfather before them, reluctantly embraced the Ohmsford heritage and answered the call of Allanon. The Ildatch—the very book of dark magic that had subverted the Warlock Lord—was working its twisted spell on his onetime mortal followers, transforming them into the Mord Wraiths, and only Brin and Jair could prevent the ruin of the world. The quest was a costly one, for Allanon was slain, and Jair lost many companions, including his most trusted, Weapons Master Garet Jax, in a fierce battle to save his sister, Brin, from becoming the Ildatch’s dark minion. Ultimately, Brin used the wishsong to rend the Ildatch to shreds, burning it alive …

Though the price was high, Jair and Brin were successful. Evil was vanquished …

Or so they thought.































































































































































































ABOUT THE CREATORS

TERRY BROOKS is the New York Times bestselling author of more than twenty-five books, including the Genesis of Shannara novels Armageddon’s Children and The Elves of Cintra; The Sword of Shannara; the nonfiction book Sometimes the Magic Works: Lessons from a Writing Life; and many more, including Wishsong of Shannara, which forms the basis for this graphic novel. His novels Running with the Demon and A Knight of the Word were selected by the Rocky Mountain News as two of the best science fiction/fantasy novels of the twentieth century. The author was a practicing attorney for many years but now writes full-time. He lives with his wife, Judine, in the Pacific Northwest. Visit the world of Shannara online at www.shannara.com and at www.terrybrooks.net.

ROBERT PLACE NAPTON has been writing comic books and graphic novels since the 1990s; among his titles are Deity and Saint Angel. His current works include Battlestar Galactica Origins: Adama, based on the Sci-Fi Channel television series, and the pirate adventure series Blackbeard, both from Dynamite Entertainment, as well as the historical epic Rostam from Hyperwerks Comics. His upcoming works include an original graphic novel entitled Sage: A Fantasy Documentary and his first prose novel, Creatures of the Dust. He lives with his wife, Anna, (and two cats and a turtle) in Pasadena, California.

EDWIN HUANG DAVID is a comic book artist, digital graphic designer, and painter. He has worked with Alex Ross on Battle of the Planets for Top Cow and is currently working on an original series titled ShadowChasers. Visit his website at www.edwindavidart.com.





THE MAKING OF DARK WRAITH OF SHANNARA

In the Beginning

Dark Wraith of Shannara was the work of many hands over many months. The participants communicated across the distance between two continents, four states, and who knows how many time zones. Yet a shared dedication to bringing this adventure to life resulted in a book that author, adapter, editor, inker, and toner are all proud to call their own.

The book began with a story by Terry Brooks. As Terry describes it:

“The approach to creating the graphic novel was simple. I was to come up with a new story set in the Shannara world centered around the characters from Wishsong of Shannara, and Jair Ohmsford in particular. My concerns about having to write and draw the story were quickly resolved. Stick figures and dialogue consisting of exclamations were the limit of my very rudimentary skills, and we all knew that wasn’t going to cut it. So writer Robert Napton and artist Edwin David were brought aboard to do the heavy lifting.”

Terry’s detailed story outline went to adapter Robert Place Napton for the next step. Robert was selected for the project partly because he was a longtime reader of the Shannara stories.

“The first question I get about this project is if I was a fan of Terry’s before taking on the assignment, and the answer is absolutely yes: Terry’s writing had a big impact on me. So naturally the second question I get is if I was daunted or intimidated to adapt one of his stories, and I have to say honestly the answer is no. There’s a statement people use which I always thought was a cliché, and it goes something like ‘Everything I’ve ever done has prepared me for this.’ But in all honesty that’s how I felt about Dark Wraith. I really felt I could bring all my experience as a comic book and graphic novel writer to bear.”

Robert had a unique take on the outline provided by Terry Brooks. “I was excited to learn that the story would be a direct sequel to the first Shannara trilogy, focusing on the characters introduced in the novel Wishsong of Shannara. I also thought that the story worked perfectly with the form we were planning on using: black, white, and gray art. Terry himself commented once on the influence of the film The Seven Samurai on Wishsong’s storyline, and that really inspired my own thinking in terms of what Dark Wraith should look like—I wanted the art to have that beautiful Kurasawa-inspired black-and-white poetry that explored not only a world but the nature of humanity in that world. To me that’s what Kurasawa’s work is about, and it’s what Terry’s work is about. It’s about us. The us we would like to be.”


Creating the Overall Look

“My first consideration was the chapter breaks Terry had created in the outline,” Robert explains. “My first notion was to have no chapter breaks at all—I wanted the story to play out in a more cinematic nature, harking back to The Seven Samurai experience I wanted to re-create. But upon reflection, I wanted to honor the story’s novelistic roots, so I proposed five chapter breaks where I thought they would make most sense in a graphic novel, and Terry agreed.

“Once that was settled, I began the job of adding the necessary details to springboard Dark Wraith’s plot into 160 pages of graphic novel. Terry’s outline was dense, rich with detail, and I wished at times I had more than 160 pages to adapt the story. I revisited a manga I hadn’t looked at for years, the brilliant classic Lone Wolf and Cub, for its astonishing and very Eastern panel pacing. But Lone Wolf has twenty-eight volumes of three hundred pages each or some such, so a bit more real estate than we had to play with. You’ll notice the inspirations I drew from before the project started were both Eastern and Western, playing to Edwin’s strengths as an artist and perfectly matching the theme and feel of Terry’s story. With these influences acting upon me, I felt it was important to write the plot by breaking down the shots panel by panel and describing the story and action to Edwin, but leaving the dialogue for later.”


Next Step: Artist Edwin David

Edwin David, who lives in the Philippines, relied on the Internet to keep in touch with Robert Napton in California, Terry Brooks in Seattle, and editor Betsy Mitchell in New York City. Bad weather in the Pacific affected communications and sometimes meant a slowdown in the process!

“It was daunting to be able to work with Terry Brooks,” Edwin says. “To be given the chance to design the characters was really exhilarating, yet nerve-racking at the same time. But he’s a really open-minded guy, and gave support to the designs we gave him.” The Croton Witch, just as one example, was a new character to the Shannara world, and Terry gave Edwin carte blanche to bring her to visual life. Edwin’s first concept drawings of her were a little too “over the top” for Terry (see Artist’s Sketchbook section), but, adds Edwin, “a few adjustments were made and the designs were finally approved.

“As for the level of comfort in our working relationship,” Edwin said, “as the book slowly progressed from the early sketches to the layouts, the level of trust grew so that the final layouts could be drawn roughly, as if Mr. Brooks already had a feel for what was going on even without the details.”

An example of a very detailed page layout submitted by Edwin early in the process follows.
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And here is an example of the way the later sketches were provided, after Terry, Robert, and Edwin had established a comfortable working relationship.
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“Edwin was fantastic at interpreting my panel descriptions and in every case improving upon them with his great artistic and compositional skills,” says Robert Napton. “Though I can’t draw at all, I would sketch my ideas for the panels before I would write out the plot. These sketches were of such quality that my wife referred to them as potato heads, or ‘taters’ for short, to give you an idea of how well I can draw. Still, as bad as they were, I found it was important to consider the physicality of the panels on a page in order to suggest the best flow of panels and beats for Edwin. Of course, every step of the way, Terry would comment on the plot (the written version, not the taters—I never let those out of the house) and the subsequent page layouts that resulted. I really wanted sweeping wide shots to show the vistas that Terry so vividly describes in the novels. One of the joys of reading Shannara, in my opinion, is the amazing richness of detail and beauty Terry sees in the natural world and how he brings that to life in his prose. I really wanted the shots to convey that same majesty and poetry and respect and affection that I think Terry has for nature.

“The same goes for the action sequences. An amazing passage in Wishsong is the description of Allanon’s battle to the death—it is the written equivalent of a great film director staging an amazing battle scene. So I took a big cue from that scene, along with a healthy dash of Kurasawa and Lone Wolf and Cub, and then tried to give Edwin as many ideas as I could before he’d cut loose and make the action sequences his own with his amazing artwork, taking what I had written to the next level with his great artist’s eye. I’ll never forget when I got all the early pages from Edwin of the first time Jair becomes Jax and the subsequent battle with the Rets. It was something special.

“Having Terry approve everything every step of the way was a great safety net,” Robert concludes. “I knew if we strayed from his vision of Shannara Terry would let us know, and he did. He was our guide and he always urged us to explore ideas, even if they differed from his. Since this is the first-ever Shannara graphic novel, I felt it would be impossible to please all the fans out there, but if we pleased Terry and he gave us the thumbs up, then there was nothing more we needed to do.”


The Script

Plot and artwork took almost a year, with inker Dennis Crisostomo and toner Brian Buccellato contributing their work after Edwin David finished the pencils. After all 160 pages of art were completed, Robert Napton began writing the dialogue. For him, Robert says, “This is where I would really get a chance to have some fun—because other than Terry no writer had ever brought these characters to life, and I had the chance to play in his sandbox. A character that really stands out for me is Slanter. I enjoyed finding his voice, and hopefully I brought something a little different to it rather than just emulating the exact rhythm of his character in Wishsong. I tried to move everyone a bit forward in time, in terms of personality and temperament. These aren’t the exact same characters from Wishsong and the novella “Indomitable”—people change and grow, so I tried to reflect that in the characters’ attitudes and voices.

“As with the plot, I’d submit the script to Terry and he’d give me notes. There were changes here and there, but Terry approved and encouraged the direction I was taking. The third act presented the biggest challenges. Because the Croton Witch was a brand-new character, her personality wasn’t as defined—there wasn’t a novel or short story to draw upon for her motivations and persona. I had an idea of her being mute, but then I thought she should talk, but only in a demonic tongue not understandable to the reader. I felt this would make her more mysterious and scary, and Terry agreed with this notion. But because she was undefined, I tried a few ideas that didn’t work as well. I had the idea of her being more of a temptress for Jair—trying to lure him into the darkness—but it really didn’t fit Terry’s vision of the character, so I rewrote these scenes more than any other in the book to strike the right chord for our new villainous Witch. Similarly, Jair’s final scene took a few passes, and Terry himself took to the keyboard and did the final pass, ending it on a note that left me, and hopefully the reader, wondering about the future and ready for more.”

As the project drew to a close, Terry Brooks had nothing but praise for his collaborators: “Their considerable talents are evident in every panel of the book. My job was to supervise and approve the work, and it turned out to be much easier than I had expected. Both Robert and Edwin knew the Shannara world and pretty much got it right on the first try.”



ARTIST’S SKETCHBOOK

Terry Brooks and Edwin David worked closely to come up with the correct visual representation of each character. Terry’s notes to Edwin appear under each concept sketch.
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The Croton Witch, first concept sketch

Terry Brooks: “She’s human, so she wouldn’t have a tail, or long twisted limbs, or claws. She would be more like a crone. She’s cunning, conniving, but not insane. Think Cruella De Ville.”
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The Croton Witch, revised concept sketch
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Allanon, first concept sketch

Terry Brooks: “Allanon wears a plain, hooded robe, much like a monk’s, with no belt or objects hanging off of it. He should not look as menacing as you portray him in this sketch. He can look serious but also somewhat vulnerable.”
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Allanon, revised sketch
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Slanter, first concept sketch

Terry Brooks: “Slanter’s cunning is good, but I think he should look a little harder. He is a tough cookie, not an imp.”
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Slanter, revised sketch

Terry Brooks: “Getting closer, but you need to change a few things so that he does not look so much like a dwarf. Gnomes are more lightly built—he should be slimmer, have wiry muscles and no beard. His clothing is fine, and his grumpy attitude comes through well here. He will be about shoulder-height to the human characters in the story.”

[image: ]

Slanter, final sketch



PENCILING, INKING, TONING

Three talented artists contributed to the final look of Dark Wraith of Shannara. Here are two examples of how each page in the book passed through three stages.


GARET JAX, THE WEAPONS MASTER
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Pencils by Edwin David
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Inks by Dennis Crisostomo
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Tones by Brian Buccellato


JAIR OHMSFORD STEALS THE ILDATCH
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Pencils by Edwin David
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Inks by Dennis Crisostomo

Tones by Brian Buccellato

(Note how the toning process results in a “special effects” feel in the magical glow around the Ildatch.)
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Dark Wraith of Shannara is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are the products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual events, locales, or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
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FROM BESTSELLING AUTHOR

TERRY BROOKS

a new series with a classic twist:
the Genesis of Shannara trilogy

As our world faces its end,
discover—at last—how the
world of Shannara began.
‘Longtime Brooks fans and newcomers will be riveted as the

fate of the human and Elven worlds hangs in the balance”
—Publishers Weekly (sarred review)

N’S CHILDREN

Navigating the poisoned landscape that once was America,
Knight of the Word Logan Tom, destined to lead the final fight
against darkness, must uncover a remarkable being born of
magic.In L.A. fellow Knight Angel Perez batles demons and
once-men. And in Seatle, s makeshift family of young refugees
resists the madness surrounding them,. In time, all their paths
will cross as their singular crusade begins:take back, or leave
forever, the only world they have

TH NTRA

Underattack by an immense force of once-men led

by demons, and with a group ofstret kids in tow, Logan

“Tom flees Seatte. Meamwhile, Angel Perez undertakes a

mission to the Oregon wilderness, where she must locate
the long-hidden Elvesof Cintra.

B shanaracom nwtembrooksnet 2
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